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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claim 1 is pending and has been examined. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informality: 

i. Improper claim structure: preamble contains unnecessary period (see between 
closing parenthesis and "comprising") and unnecessary usage of capital letters within 
claim, ii. Applicant is respectfully requested to remove the references in parenthesis and 
quotations (i.e. (also known as "token" or "signature"), (a "virtual signature") and "virtual 
signature") 

iii. Applicant is respectfully requested to make a distinction between "at least one 

computer on the network" and "a unique network address" as it relates to an 

authentication server and a name server. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zimmerman in 
US PGPub No. 2003/0233557 (hereinafter Zimmerman) and further in view of Tabuki in US 
Patent No. 5987232 (hereinafter Tabuki). 

4. As for claim 1, Zimmerman discloses 

A process for verifying the identity of an individual over a computer network, 
which maintains the privacy and anonymity of the individual's identity characteristic 
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(also known as "token" or "signature"), comprising the steps of (see Abstract, lines 1-2: 

computer system with tokenless identification and verification...): 

At least one computer on the network with a unique network address (see Figure 1) 
At least one (another) computer on the network with a unique network address (see 

Figure 1) 

Individuals enroll when an exemplar signature is captured and sent to {at least one 
computer on the network} (see Abstract, lines 2-6: enrollment process for person; see [0026], 
lines 3-12: previously collected signature stored...); 

{at least one computer on the network/Authentication server} stores exemplar signature 
and assigns it a unique network address (see [0026]: store previously collected signature...; 
[0027], lines 6-10, [0028], lines 10-11: indexed to identification number); 

{at least one computer on the network/Authentication server} compares exemplar 
signature to sample signature (see [0026]: captured signature compared with previously 
collected signature); 
and 

{at least one computer on the network/Authentication server} returns result of 
comparison to sender (see [0026]: individual is verified as same person with stored signature...) 
but does not expressly disclose 

At least one computer on the network acts as an authentication server 

At least one computer on the network acts as a name server, 

Authentication server sends unique network address (a "virtual signature") to enrolling 
individual; 

Identity of enrolled individual authenticated when sample signature sent to address of 
"virtual signature"; 
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Name Server insures that Authentication Server is registered and has authority to 

receive and process authentication request. 

Tabuki however cures the deficiencies of Zimmerman. Tabuki discloses: 

At least one computer on the network acts as an authentication server (see Figure 1B, 

verification server) 

At least one computer on the network acts as a name server, (see Figure 1 B, application 
server; column 6, lines 50-57) 

Authentication server sends unique network address (a "virtual signature") to enrolling 
individual; (see column 8, lines 43-53: identification data equivalent to network address) 

Identity of enrolled individual authenticated when sample signature sent to address of 
"virtual signature"; (see column 2, lines 50-65: identification data used to authenticate request) 

Name Server insures that Authentication Server is registered and has authority to 
receive and process authentication request; (see column 4, lines 62-66: application server; 
column 6, lines 50-57: application server has relational database with information that 
corresponds to the relational database in the verification server) 

Authentication server compares exemplar signature... (see column 2, lines 38-40: 
verification means compares the authentication data...) 

Authentication server returns result of comparison... (see column 2, lines 41-42: sending 
means to send verification result) 

Zimmerman and Tabuki are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor (verification and authentication of a user). At the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary sill in the art to modify the method of tokenless 
identification, verification and authorization of an individual of Zimmerman such that it would 
include the network components (authentication and name servers) as in Tabuki. The 
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motivation for doing so would have been to perform user authentication more easily, efficiently 
and independently of user intervention (see Tabuki, column 2, lines 25-30). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Messing in US Patent No. 6745327 discloses an electronic certificate signature 
program. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to LAUREL LASHLEY whose telephone number is (571)272-0693. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, alt Fridays btw 7:30 am & 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron, Jr. can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Laurel Lashley 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2132 
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